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by rlaughton Posted: Tue Jul 07, 2015 11:01 am 

There is an unknown Sergeant of the 43rd Battalion in Plot 8 Row B Grave 26 of the Railway Dugouts 
Burial Ground (Transport Farm). 

There were four (4) Sergeants of the 43rd Battalion on the Menin Gate Memorial. It took some time to 
find the COG-BR documents for this cemetery but I finally found them and that solved the case. My 
thanks to Rifleman H. A. DEATH (what a name!) in 8.B.25, the neighbour of the Sergeant. 

Sergeants Downie, Geofrey and Wood were all killed at Passchendaele on October 26, 1917. Serg eant 
John Paterson #420998 was killed at Zillebeke on June 4, 1916. 

The remains were recovered at Sheet 28 124 a.6.4 which is an exact match for the location of the 
burial of Sergeant Paterson in a garden behind the cottage on the west side of the road, 100 yards 
north of the church. The site is 1.5 miles east-south-east of Zillebeke. The grave was registered, so I 
am not sure why they did not find the person previously. 

The Nicholson Overlay of Map 4a "The Battle of Mount Sorrel" on the modern day landscape shows the 
church is still at that area and the 9th Infantry Brigade moving through the area. 
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Sheet 23 124 a.64 
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Re: B127 43rd Bn. Sergeant John Paterson 8.B.26 - IDENTIFIED 

by fatford41 Posted: Tue Jul 07, 2015 11:53 am 

Any chance that the first man on the above Burial Return is actually a Canadian soldier? 

When I see 123 Royal Engineers my mind keeps returning to 123rd Royal Grenadiers, who as quasi 
members of the 3rd Division, would have been in the area, same location, same time. 

What about it Dan. Any of your guys MIA with no known graves from this action? 

Just wondering... 

Cheers 

Bob 


Re: B127 43rd Bn. Sergeant John Paterson 8.B.26 - IDENTIFIED 

by rlaughton Posted: Wed Jul 22, 2015 7:08 am 

The report on Sergeant Paterson to the CWGC has now been prepared and this file has been moved to 
the HOLDING area, pending review prior to official submission to the CWGC Canadian Agency in 
Ottawa. 

The report in now on the Media Fire site: 


https://cefresearch.ca/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=74&t=13083&view=print 


4/16 































11/11/2019 


Canadian Expeditionary Force Study Group • B127 43rd Bn. Sergeant John Paterson 8.B.26 - IDENTIFIED 


Sergeant John Paterson #420998 

If you wish to view the PDF file on-line just click here. 

I would appreciate input from any members who have the time to review the report, ask any questions 
and/or suggest any changes. 

This finding occurred some time ago but I got side tracked looking at the files on the CWGC Agency list 
for those with unknown burials in Canada and the USA. It is my hope that those efforts will pay off in 
an offer from the CWGC Agency to allocate more resources to review our files and reports for those on 
the Vimy and Menin Gate Memorials. 


Re: B127 43rd Bn. Sergeant John Paterson 8.B.26 - IDENTIFIED 

by 2nd CMR Posted: Wed Jul 22, 2015 11:53 am 

Bravo Richard! 

It's a pity there is no easy way to notify the descendants of these men who you and others are 
identifying. 


Re: B127 43rd Bn. Sergeant John Paterson 8.B.26 - IDENTIFIED 

by barberofcivil Posted: Sat May 14, 2016 9:47 am 

I was looking into some unknowns at Railway Dugouts, and had come across the 43rd Bn Sergeant in 
8.B.26. and the discussion here with the identity being submitted as Sgt John Paterson (420998). In 
independently reviewing this one and comparing with the conclusion here, I do have some questions or 
speculation. 

In the submitted report, it is said that the location of the remains 28.l.24.a.6.4 match the location 
stated on the CoC. 

However, in reviewing the CoC, his burial location is given as "In garden behind cottage West side of 
road. 100 yards North of church, Zillebeke." 

At the location where the remains were found, I do not see any indication of a church on the old maps 
or in present day. The only church of note I have found would be the one in the town of Zillebeke. If 
this is the reference from the CoC, this would put Sgt Paterson buried at approximately 28.1.22.b.7.2 
instead. This would also correspond to being 1-1/2 miles ESE of Ypres, where Maple Copse area is 
closer to 2 to 2-1/2 miles. 

In reading through the WD for the 9th & 10th Field Ambulances, it would seen to indicate that 
wounded may have been evacuated out of Maple Copse area to the village of Zillebeke. As he was 
buried at a very specific known location according to CoC, and seemingly in Zillebeke, it may make 
sense that this would be the case as well, that he was evacuated from Maple Copse to Zillebeke, and 
subsequently died and was buried there. 

I have made a quick map of the relative locations of these: 


Perhaps I am missing some other information here that would change my thoughts here and confirm 
that this is Sgt. Paterson. 

On the other hand, if this is not Sgt. Paterson, then this leaves us back with an unknown 43rd Bn Sgt. 
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In June 1918, there were 3 other Sgts KIA from the 43rd: 

• AULD, THOMAS GIBSON (420254) 

• LOGAN, JOHN (420069) 

• THOMSON, JAMES ARCHIBALD (420799) 

AULD was wounded and known to have died at No 10. Stat Hosp, St. Omers, with a confirmed burial 
there. 


LOGAN was identified and is located in Artillery Wood according to the CoG 
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Though in a side note on this one, it is curious that his remains were located at 28.l.18.c.85.10in the 
area of Hooge (as were two other unknown 43rd Bn Soldiers beside him) when his CoC and the 43rd Bn 
WD would indicate he was buried at 28.1.24.b.5.2 near Maple Copse. 


This would leave THOMSON. He is located on a special memorial at Maple Copse Cemetery as known to 
be buried there, though remains and specific grave were not located. 
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When a soldier such as this is given the special memorial as "known to be buried in this cemetery", 
what is this based on? I can't find any other information yet that would confirm this to be the case. 
Unfortunately he is of the group with CoC cards missing, so there is no further information that can be 
gathered there. Could it be that his death and/or burial were noted as being buried in the general 
area, but perhaps not specifically in Maple Copse Cemetery and that the unknown remains are his? 
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Perhaps someone in the Zillebeke area has a shovel and wants to do some late night digging in a 
cottage garden... © 


Re: B127 43rd Bn. Sergeant John Paterson 8.B.26 - IDENTIFIED 

by jayelbee Posted: Sat May 14, 2016 12:32 pm 


When a soldier such as this is given the special memorial as "known to be buried in this 
cemetery", what is this based on? I can't find any other information yet that would confirm 
this to be the case. Unfortunately he is of the group with CoC cards missing, so there is no 
further information that can be gathered there. Could it be that his death and/or burial 
were noted as being buried in the general area, but perhaps not specifically in Maple Copse 
Cemetery and that the unknown remains are his? 


"Known to be buried in this cemetery" meant that the person was recorded as buried at that location, 
often with a marked grave, but it could not be definitively located after the war. Maple Copse 
Cemetery was just a few hundred yards behind the front line at Sanctuary Wood in 1916. It was within 
sniper range. Using RWS Bellhouse, 421103 and Joseph Birss, 153142 as examples, the 43rd Bn War 
Diary recorded their deaths. Their CoD and GR cards noted the map references of their burials, with 
specific mention of Maple Copse Cemetery. By the time of the Mount Sorrel attacks in June 1916, the 
cemetery was heavily shelled. By 1919, it looked like this: 



Having visited Maple Copse, I can tell you that almost all the markers aligned in the typical neat rows 
bear the notation "Known to be buried in this cemetery". The very few that do not are scattered, just 
as the above photo suggests. (See also a previous thread entitled "Headstone Engraving".) 

Cheers, Jim 


Re: B127 43rd Bn. Sergeant John Paterson 8.B.26 - IDENTIFIED 

by rlaughton Posted: Sat May 14, 2016 12:47 pm 
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Questions have been PM'd to me about this case (Good, I see they are now posted here). I have been 

reviewing it now for several hours and I can make a few comments as we await the posting of the 

questions. 

1. Most importantly, anyone can review a report at any time and make comments or ask questions. It 
does not matter what stage the report is at, even if it has been submitted to the CWGC agency, 
with or without reviews by others. We have amended reports in the past and we have actually 
withdrawn reports. 

2. The report in question was submitted in July 2015. Things often appear different ( i.e. mistakes are 
more obvious) after you have not read the report for some time. For example, point #1 in the 
report should say the site is 1.5 miles east-south-east of Ypres, not Zillbeke. 

3. The image shown in Attachment #3 (Google Earth) I believe shows Maple Lodge (28.123.b.6.4) and 
not a building that I took to be the cottage (28.l.24.a.6.4). 

4. There is only one candidate for this case, if the CWGC records are correct, as only Sergeant 
Paterson is missing and on the Menin Gate Memorial for action in this area. I have placed a number 
of files that I retrieved today for this review into the folder for those that are reading: 

B127 43rd Bn. Sergeant Paterson 

5. The War Diary of June 4, 1916, which I did not use in the initial report, says that an unknown 
explosion occurred in the armourers shop and I would interpret from that the Sergeant that was 
wounded was Sergeant Paterson, who must have subsequently died. He was a carpenter, an Original 
Corporal, when he attested so he had some skills: (last line) 
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6. There were 4 other ORs killed and I have checked their files. The ones that were buried were in 
cemeteries that were later obliterated in battle, thus many are on Special Memorials in nearby 
existing cemeteries. Note that those graves receive the Special Memorial "F" (Kipling Memorial), 
they do not go on the Menin Gate Memorial. That is to clarify that they had a known grave initially 
and it is now lost as a result of subsequent battles. 
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The death records for those men are in the folder mentioned above. McPherson was in the Maple 
Copse Cemetery and Cavanagh in the Valley Cottages Cemetery. I imagine the same applies to many 
of the other areas in 123 and 124. 
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7. I can not explain why the files for Sergeant Paterson say he was buried behind a cottage in 
Zillebeke, nor if that was the case why they did not look for him at that location? I put all the 
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Google links, including pictures of the area in the KMZ file that is in the folder (or direct 
download). If you double click the letter balloons the "Street View" images will open. I see two 
possible alternatives here, the first being that he was not buried in that location, as if he was he 
would not have been at 28.1.24.a.6.4. The second alternative was that he might have been the 
wounded Sergeant, went to an Field Ambulance in Zillebeke, died and was later buried with the 
rest of the men on Durham Lane. 

8. The REAL PUZZLE is if he was buried behind the cottage, then what Sergeant was recovered in the 
fields between Maple Copse and Sanctuary Wood? Could it have been Corporal Bousfield who had 
been promoted in the field? NOPE we already found him, REPORTED and he too was reported to 
have been buried behind the same cottage. If true, it is a repeat of the error as he was exhumed 
close to Paterson at 28.1.22.b.8.3. Much like the case of CA40, someone is copying burial locations 
from one file to another! Bousfield and Bottomley were both evaluated and it was clear it was 
Bousfield, the Signaller, 
p.s. this is a Special Memorial F headstone: 



Photo courtesy of Marg Liessens 

Photo fournie gracieusement par Marg Liessens 


UPDATE: 
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Back when this report was completed I did not have Norm Christie's books on "Sacred Places". Out of 
curiosity I went back to the Belgium issue just now to see if he had anything to say about Sergeant 
Paterson. Indeed he did - it is reported on page 168 of Volume 1. To the best of my knowledge, NC did 
not file reports on any of the cases he felt were resolved, he just wrote as he did here "Therefore he 
is the UCS buried in VIII.B.26". There is no indication as to whether he had to consider the same issue 
of the Cottage burial? 

I will add this to the list of ones that NC has identified but not reported. Apparently I need to go 
through this 3 volumes and find all the others. There is no benefit from the NC mentions as there are 
no reports and "no report" means "no action" at the CWGC Agency in Ottawa. I did check to see if 
there was mention of Pte. Bousfield in Bedford House Enclosure #4 - there is not. 


Re: B127 43rd Bn. Sergeant John Paterson 8.B.26 - IDENTIFIED 

by barberofcivil Posted: Sat May 14, 2016 2:14 pm 

With respect to the special memorials, I do notice from the GRRF, that there are several that were 
originally listed but struck off when remains were found elsewhere and didn’t get a special memorial. 

A good example is ARCHIBALD MACDONALD, also of the 43rd, who died June 11, 1916. 
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He was originally listed in the group for Maple Copse but was struck off when his remains were found 
elsewhere and he was buried at Sanctuary Wood. 
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away than our unknown Sergeant. Based on this I think there is still good chance that the info on 
PATERSON being in Zillebeke is correct and that this could still be THOMSON. 


Re: B127 43rd Bn. Sergeant John Paterson 8.B.26 - IDENTIFIED 

by rlaughton Posted: Sat May 14, 2016 3:30 pm 

Good find and important information! 

The same would apply to Bousfield if it applies to Paterson, so we need to find the answer. 

A important step would be to find out if the cemetery at the COTTAGE was exhumed after the war 
and the bodies moved elsewhere. 

We have a local contact in Ypres, I will need to look up the name - member here. There is also Luc 
who covers Belgium and he is active and may have information. 

We do know that they did not alter the graves in the church cemetery: 

http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cem ... CHURCHYARD 

There are 6 Canadians there, including Lt. Watson of the 43rd from 10 June 1916. 


Re: B127 43rd Bn. Sergeant John Paterson 8.B.26 - IDENTIFIED 

by barberofcivil Posted: Sat May 14, 2016 3:54 pm 

Later or tomorrow when I am home, I'll go through some of the other special memorials that have 
been removed. I have found a couple of others on th original list that are similar and buried elsewhere 
such as BONE and MATHESON. 

Would be interesting to find another soldier with a similar burial notation close to the church maybe. 


Re: B127 43rd Bn. Sergeant John Paterson 8.B.26 - IDENTIFIED 

by barberofcivil Posted: Sun May 15, 2016 3:21 pm 

I went through some of the other soldiers who were in the initial list for Maple Copse but removed 
without a special memorial: 

1. Corporal WALTER BELL (2033), Durham Light Infantry, 1st/8th Bn. 
o Remains found at: Ypres Reservoir 10.D.18 

o Burial: AAAPLE COPSE CEMETERY (II. D. 4.) 

2. Private M S BONE (2207), Durham Light Infantry, 8th Bn. 
o Remains found at: 28.1.24.c.9.4 

o Burial: ZANTVOORDE BRITISH CEMETERY (III. B. 13.) 

3. Lieutenant THOAAAS HATTON (), 52nd Bn. 

o Remains found at: Ypres Reservoir 10.D.20 
o Burial: MAPLE COPSE CEMETERY (II. C. 2.) 

4. Lance Sergeant H MATHESON (438677), 52nd Bn. 
o Remains found at: 28.1.24.a.0.2 

o Burial: ZANTVOORDE BRITISH CEMETERY (III. B. 7.) 

5. Corporal OTIS MURREL MEISTER MEISTER (46326), 13th Bn. 
o No Concentration of Graves record 

o Burial: AAAPLE COPSE CEMETERY (I. D. 2.) 

6. Lieutenant N M AAACDONALD (), 5th CMR, 
o No Concentration of Graves record 
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O Burial: POPERINGHE NEW MILITARY CEMETERY (II. G. 8.) 

7. Private ARCHIBALD MacDONALD (153448), 43rd Bn. 
o Remains found at: 28.1.24.b.55.15 

o Burial: SANCTUARY WOOD CEMETERY (III. H. 13.) 

8. Private LIONEL WELLINGTON NUTTER (111398), 5th CMR, 

o Remains found at: 28.1.24.c.3.9 (North boundary of Maple Copse Cemetery) 
o Burial: MAPLE COPSE CEMETERY (II. E. 9.) 

9. Major NORMAN CAMPBELL PILCHER (), 5th CMR 
o No Concentration of Graves record 

o Burial: POPERINGHE NEW MILITARY CEMETERY (II. G. 7.) 


Re: B127 43rd Bn. Sergeant John Paterson 8.B.26 - IDENTIFIED 

by barberofcivil Posted: Mon May 16, 2016 12:36 pm 


After reading through the thread on Bousfield viewtopic.php?f=74Ett=13166, I did a scan through the 
Bedford House CoG for others found at similar locations. There are a few UBS, but there is also 
another 43rd Bn soldier located very close. 

Bousfield is listed at 28.1.22.b.8.3 while the other 43rd soldier is listed at 28.1.22.b.8.4, and is buried 
at Bedford House 11.E.1: 
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I then checked through CoC (as available) and War Graves Registers the records of 43rd Bn soldier who 
died between 1 Jun and 20 Jun, and who are either missing (Menin Gate) or were given a Kipling 
memorial at MCC. Most are indicated as being buried in the Maple Copse area (28.1.24) or nearby. Sgt. 
Paterson is the only one who has a similar location inscription of the Cottage Garden in Zillebeke. 


Is it possible then that this other unknown 43rd soldier buried at Bedford House 11.E.1 is Sgt 
PATERSON, and that he was not identified as a sergeant exhumed? 
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Re: B127 43rd Bn. Sergeant John Paterson 8.B.26 - IDENTIFIED 

by rlaughton Posted: Mon May 16, 2016 2:44 pm 

Both MacDonald and Pilcher were exhumed from Maple Copse. I put their COD files in the folder: 

B309 Maple Copse Mysteries 

In my wee mind that adds to the mystery of Maple Copse Cemetery. Why were they exhuming bodies 
from Maple Copse and then bringing in bodies from other cemeteries? Perhaps they thought it was so 
badly damaged that it had to be removed/closed and then they changed their minds? 

There is as story behind this process. 
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